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 Illegal money lending arrests in North Devon.
A man and a woman were arrested on suspicion of illegal money lending following an operation in North Devon on Wednesday September 24.
The England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT)  works in partnership with Heart of the South West Trading Standards Service to investigate and prosecute illegal money lenders.
On Wednesday (September 24) officers from Devon & Cornwall Police executed a warrant.
The suspects, both aged 23, were arrested at an address in Barnstaple and were taken into custody to be questioned by IMLT investigators. Two mobile phones were seized.
There are up to 1.08 million people in debt to loan sharks in England, according to figures from the Centre for Social Justice (CSJ).
Many illegal money lenders are well known within their communities and are often introduced to borrowers through friends or family members. They are unregulated and give loans with no paperwork, charging extortionate interest rates. They often resort to threats, intimidation and even violence if repayments are not made.
Illegal lenders do not complete affordability checks on borrowers – often meaning they are lending to people who cannot pay them back. These borrowers do not have the protection of consumer law such as cancellation periods and the ability to apply for help if they can’t pay. This causes huge amounts of stress and can impact their other finances – leaving them unable to pay rent or other priority bills.
Anyone who has been affected by illegal money lending should call the Stop Loan Sharks 24/7 Helpline on 0300 555 2222 or access support online at www.stoploansharks.co.uk. Live Chat is available on the website from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.
Local Government Reorganisation in Devon
A stronger future shaped by communities: Devon unveils ‘leading’ option for local government change - News
I have linked the press release above. Decon County Council will submit their preferred option for Devon by the 28th December, the final decision about what that will be will be made by the Devon County Council cabinet in November.

Stowford Bridge
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Been today to have a look at what is going on here,.
The highway officer will have all the gullies re jetted and then there should be a better idea of where the pipework is and what the problem is causing the drainage issues.
The buddle hole the other side is clear.
Please keep reporting defects you find in the network Report a problem - Roads and transport
Highway Defects
With the winter fast approaching it is more likely there will be defects in the highway network, this includes streetlights and signs.
Report a problem - Roads and transport
The DCC website is very useful for reporting problems and the reports go straight to the contractor. Alternatively the highway contact number is 0345 155 1004
If it’s a river flooding the environment agency can be contacted on 0345 988 1188

Please do get in touch if you think I can help with anything; Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk
Andrea 
County Councillor
Combe Martin Rural Division 

image1.jpeg




